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The HNEC referred the matter to the House

of Representatives. In response, on 28

December, the House of Representatives

(HoR) established a Roadmap Committee to

elaborate a new political path towards

national elections. On 17 and 18 January,

the Speaker of the House of

Representatives convened Parliament and

announced that the new roadmap would

define the timetable and process for the

holding of elections, in coordination with

relevant institutions. 

On 10 February 2022, the HoR unanimously

appointed Fathi Bashagha as prime minister

designate to replace current caretaker

Prime Minister Abdel Hamid Al-Dabaiba. The

quick announcement by Khalifa Hafter’s

army of its support for Bashagha confirms

that the HoR vote of Bashagha was in reality

a coronation – a deal done behind the

scenes ‘‘for the sake of the unity of Libya’’.

Bashagha took his oath of office after his

government emerged from a confidence

vote with the support of 92 lawmakers out of

a total of 166 on March 1st. 

In Libya growing polarization among political actors and disputes over key aspects of the

electoral process ultimately resulted in the postponement of the 24 December elections,

despite the advanced stage of technical preparations by the High National Commission for

Elections (HNEC). In announcing the postponement, the HNEC cited shortcomings in the legal

framework for the elections, contradictory court rulings on candidacies, and political and

security concerns.

The same day, the new appointed Prime

Minister rejected unjustified escalation, as

the airspace was closed to prevent the

arrival of ministers from Misurata to take

the constitutional oath, as well as an

armed group (the Misurata Joint Force,

also known as Al-Mustaraqa) attacking

some ministers. Meanwhile the HoR

demanded, in a statement, that the

government of Prime Minister Abdul

Hamid Al-Dabaiba hand over power in a

democratic way to allow the new

executive to begin its duties from the

capital Tripoli.

The statement also condemned what it

claimed "kidnapping of new government's

ministers, the closure of the airspace and

the closure of the coastal road (the link

between the east and west of the

country)” and held the Dabaiba National

Unity Government fully responsible for

ensuring the safety of ministers and

representatives.
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The same day, the UN Secretary-General Special Advisor for Libya,

Stephanie Turco Williams, expressed her concern saying the HoR

session “fell short of the expected standards of transparency and

procedures and included acts of intimidation prior to the session."

The incumbent government, headed by Dabaiba, refused to

transfer power to any unelected authority, announced to

continuing its duties, accusing the HoR of "rigging" the quorum set

for granting confidence. Dabaiba said it would consider any

attempt to storm its headquarters an "attack against government

headquarters, claiming an unofficial capacity, and it would deal

with such moves in accordance with the correct law." The United

Nations, the United States and the United Kingdom have released

almost simultaneous statements in support of the independence

of the National Oil Corporation (NOC), the Libyan oil giant that

manages Libya's main income and resources. The political dispute

between the two prime ministers is also involving the sovereign

institutions of Libya, in particular the Libyan Central Bank (CBL),

the Libyan Investment Authority (LIA), and NOC. In fact, it is clear

that whoever controls the state's revenues, in addition to armed

groups, will win control of the entire country. In light of the crisis in

Ukraine, at a time when European countries such as Italy are

looking for alternative energy sources, Libya has not been able to

seize the opportunity even though Dabaiba had tried.
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While the Prime Minister had pushed for an increase in production, the NOC

chairman, Mustapha Sanallah, said this was impossible due to the scarce

resources allocated to the sector. It is in the West's interest to stabilize the oil

situation in Libya due to its link with global energy markets, in light of the

repercussions of the Ukrainian crisis, including sanctions imposed on Russian

oil. Especially since Libya is the country closer to Europe. However, Libyan

refineries seem unable to produce more than 400,000 bpd due to a series of

factors such as the political conflict, not only between the two prime ministers,

but also between the Minister of Oil Aoun and Sanallah; the repeated blockages

and sabotages by local actors; bad management and lack of maintenance of

the plants. The US ambassador and envoy to Libya, Richard Norland, revealed

in early April a Washington’ proposal to manage oil revenues until an

agreement is reached on broader political issues.

According to Norland, the proposed mechanism would use oil revenues only for

wages, subsidies, oil production and imported goods: the main things, such as

food and medicine, will be done with full transparency and accountability.

Libya's oil production has exceeded 1.3 million barrels per day in recent months

and, according to the latest estimates, the North African country's net revenues

from sales of crude oil, gas, condensates and petrochemicals for the months of

November and December 2021 amounted to 4 billion and over 322 million

dollars, record levels obtained on the increase wave in global prices. The HoR

Speaker Aquila Saleh asked the governor of the central bank, Sadiq al-Kabeer,

to grant the government spending exclusively for the first two chapters of the

budget (salaries) and the fourth relating to support.



On 17 March, the co-chairs of the Economic Working Group: EU, Egypt, United States and

UNSMIL met in Tripoli with the Governor of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL), Saddek El Kabeer, and

a consultant replacing the deputy governor, Ali El Hebri, to discuss progress on the reunification of

the CBL and the continuation of essential expenses for the priority needs of the Libyan people. For

years, budget financing in Libya has been practically subject to the authority of the Central Bank,

while oil revenues - the country's main source of income - go to the NOC, which deposits them into

its account with the Libyan Foreign Bank and from there to the CBL, which finances most aspects

of government spending. In an attempt to find a political solution to the political stalemate, a

delegation from the Council of Notables for Reconciliation in Libya during a meeting with the

coordinator of the United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), Raisedon Zenenga, said

that the elections, which should be held within six months according to the initiative of Prime

Minister Dabaiba, still remain the only solution to the crisis. A UNSMIL statement said Zenenga

received the delegation and listened to their concerns about the current political situation and its

impact on the Libyans’ lives. According to UNSMIL, notables have presented proposals to resolve

the political impasse on the executive through solutions rooted in Libyan customs and traditions.

They also stressed the need to renew efforts towards national reconciliation through a path that

involves all social components. For his part, Zenenga welcomed their proposals, reaffirming the

commitment of the United Nations to hold elections on a constitutional basis and a consensual

legal framework as soon as possible.

 On 10 April, representatives of eastern Libyan army in the Joint Military Committee (JMC 5 + 5)

have decided to suspend negotiations with their western counterpart in protest against Prime

Minister Abdel Hamid Dabeibah following the failure to pay four months' salary, stressing they

have not received their payments even on the occasion of the holy month for Muslims of

Ramadan. Dabaiba is accused by Haftar's military of corruption, violation of the 2015 Skhirat

political agreement, obstacle to the work of their committee and refusal to hand over to the Prime

Minister designated by the HoR. The five officers called on General Haftar to take drastic

measures such as blocking oil exports and the coastal road connecting Libya's western and

eastern regions, halting internal flights between the two areas and ceasing all cooperation with

the GNU. In the past, Dabaiba had already suspended payments for the eastern army, motivating

such suspension with the failure to communicate the fighters’ national numbers. In early March,

the eastern Libyan army already made it clear that, despite the national numbers of its affiliates

were validated by the civil registry in Benghazi, the payments had not been restarted by the

central government. On the other hand, Major General Mustafa Ali Yahya, representative of the

Western Libyan army in the JMC 5 + 5, commenting on the position of his colleagues from the

eastern region, said that this would not reflect the position of the joint Committee as a whole, nor

the truth of their views but it was rather the result of the pressures to which they have been

exposed due to a strong polarization of the political scene. Yahya added that the closure of oil,

airspace and road closures will in no way affect the political parties in conflict, but only the citizen

directly, negatively, sharply and quickly. He stressed that the JMC 5 + 5 will not stop working to

remove the specter of war and alleviate the Libyans’ suffering. The official renewed his adhesion,

as well as that of the members of the committee of the western region, to the option of holding

elections quickly, putting an end to the state of conflict over the legitimacy of the current bodies.

3



Clearly, Libyan stakeholders hold different views regarding the

path that can take Libya to free, fair, inclusive and credible

national elections and a peaceful transition. Below is a

collection of interviews with local leaders, social representatives

and presidential candidates that could help to understand the

political situation in the North African country and how the

International Community can really support Libyans towards

the elections, avoiding further chaos, bloodshed and instability.

DIFFERENT VIEWS
Libyan Stakeholders

The Dabaiba government came to power based on the

outcomes of the Libyan Dialogue Forum that set the term of the

transitional executive authority at 18 months, extending until

June 24. The HoR, in charge from over seven years, considered

it expired after failing in delivering elections. The desire of more

than two million and 800 thousand registered voters should be

respected without further delay either by local actors interested

in maintaining the status quo, or by foreign players, worried

about their own interests because they are unable to manage

the current phase. 
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MAHMOUD
AL SOQOUTRI
“We hope that the big countries will find a real

solution to the Libyan crisis. We wish for more

serious solutions, especially in eliminating

administrative centralization. I do not support

the federal system, but it is better than the

current situation. The problem in Libya is the

centralization of power and not the people: no

solutions will be achieved by exchanging

personalities only. The conflict in Libya is mainly

economic, so there must be a fair distribution of

wealth among all regions and cities. Even for

parliamentary elections, from my point of view, if

the parliament is in Benghazi, there would be no

solution, and if it is in Tripoli as well. Therefore, we

must focus on these points in any upcoming

solutions.” Says Mahmoud al Soqoutri, Mayor of

Misrata, with whom we draw attention on the

fundamental role of municipalities when

everyone is focusing on Governments and Prime

Ministers.
Everyone is talking about Governments, forgetting about the municipalities. How is

the work of Misurata Municipality progressing?

5

“There is a vacuum between the government and the citizen, but this government

has started with some measures, it is true, simple but very important, such as

transferring competencies and giving some powers to the municipalities, but these

steps are considered insufficient so far.” 

What are the last projects you implemented inside the city? And what are the next

goals?

“Things are managed centrally in Libya, we as municipalities only ask for projects,

and push for their implementation. Consider that we have achieved good things,

especially about roads, there are some projects decisions have been issued to

implement, and start contracting with some companies for that. We maintained

some deteriorated roads, repaired some basic infrastructure, restored some

schools and a central garden within the municipality. These projects are not huge

due to the weakness of resources granted to the municipalities. Misurata General

Hospital went through maintenance, and there is a young administration in the

hospital that has a positive role, indeed. Maybe it is not according to international

standards, but from my point of view, it will be the best locally, at the level of Libya.”
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With the advent of Ramadan, Libya is experiencing an increase in prices. Does it

also happen to Misrata? What measures can the Municipality take to prevent this

from happening?

“The market is the one who controls prices through supply and demand. That is a

market economy or a free economy. There are no subsidized goods and products

so that we can monitor prices. Usually, prices rise at the beginning of Ramadan

and then decrease at the end of the Holy Month, and we as a municipality cannot

control prices.”

What are the needs and hobbies of young people in Misrata? What activities are

proposed to keep young people away from guns?

“In Misurata and Libya in general, sport, especially football, is the most common

thing gathering Libyans. Second, I think good loans must be provided to young

people to carry out projects that provide many job opportunities for young people”.

Was the support for marriages well received by youth people in Misurata?

“Yes, it is a good step, but the decision is not well-organized. We wish, before

issuing the decision, if there was a well-studied plan in terms of the beneficiaries’

priority for the marriage support grant. Also, there was no clear and fair distribution

mechanism between regions and cities, and in any case, it is a decision whose

goal is more political.”

Misrata has fought many wars since 2011, and you count many martyrs and

wounded. What is the Municipality doing to help these young people and their

families?

“Yes, these many wars created difficulty and crisis in dealing with the many

divisions and bodies in the city. But this issue is a central one in the first place.

There is a Ministry that has to follow up on the matter and disburse funds and aid

to these families. Since the February 2011 Revolution, many families need

attention and support, and we feel embarrassed in front of them”.

If in six months – as many are saying – Libya goes to the elections, would Misrata

be ready?

“Misurata, like most Libyan cities, has differences and diversity on the issue of

elections, but I think that the majority in our city mainly support holding

parliamentary elections, or going towards parliamentary and presidential elections

at the same time”.

What do you think of the current political situation in Libya? What are your feelings,

and what is the solution in your opinion?

“The majority of the people are not satisfied with the current political situation.

There is a kind of political blockage. The current political bodies and the

controversial personalities represent a big problem, and their presence will not

solve the crisis. Therefore, I think that these personalities and bodies must be

removed until we find good solutions. Wealth must be distributed equitably among

all so that the people’s demands are not exploited by any party to grow the

political crisis.”
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Did the political and military competition between Dabaiba and Bashagha affect

the city’s social fabric? 

“There is no conflict on a tribal basis in Misurata. Both Dabaiba and Bashagha

have supporters from various parties and social components inside the city. I am

not against Bashagha as a person, but against the project he brought. There was

great fear in terms of security, but thank God the crisis passed peacefully, and now

things are going well.”

Do you believe that the Municipality of Misurata can help in the mediation efforts

between the two Prime Ministers since they are both from the same city?

“Yes, we tried as a municipality to hold meetings and bring the parties together,

but unfortunately, it is very complicated as they represent two different projects

that cannot be combined. I say bitterly, we failed in this matter”.

How do you live the situation in Ukraine? Are you worried that there are still foreign

mercenaries in Libya and perhaps one day a war could break out in Libya due to

their presence?

“The crisis in Ukraine is of interest to all countries in the world, and Libya is part of it.

Mercenaries and foreign fighters are a large part of the Libyan crisis, but this war

may be a positive pretext for the expulsion of foreign mercenaries (Wagner) from

Libya.”



ALI
MOHAMED
BUSRIBA
“The government of Fathi Bashagha came as a

national project. There is a defection and a

process of division caused by Abdel Hamid al-

Dabaiba after the political agreement. Dabaiba

did not adhere to the deadlines, and did not

support the electoral process, on the contrary,

he obstructed it. He does not have any program

or political solution. Fathi Bashagha conducted

a dialogue between the various Libyan parties,

which obtained the consensus of the majority of

Libyan people.” Dr. Ali Mohamed Busriba,

member of the Libyan Parliament from Zawiya,

says. He played a fundamental role in the

process of accepting the new Bashagha

executive, as key-political-actor in the Al-

Gharbia region which extends from Tripoli to the

Tunisian border.
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Why you decided to support the new Fathi Bashagha government?

“As a member of the Parliament from the city of Zawiya, I support Mr. Fathi

Bashagha as he has a roadmap and concrete project to solve the political crisis in

our country. We stand with this project, not just Bashagha as a personality.”

In your opinion who is responsible for the elections’ failure last December 24?

“Abdel Hamid Dabaiba is the main person responsible for obstructing the electoral

process. He did not maintain his promises. He did not pay attention to the electoral

process, and above all, he ran for presidential elections despite his moral

obligation before the Libyan Political Dialogue Forum (LPDF) in Geneve as a

requirement for being appointed Prime Minister last February 2021.”

As member of the
Libyan Parliament

for Zawiya, 
I support Mr. Fathi

Bashagha
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Does Mr. Fathi Bashagha have a program that guarantees holding elections in the

short time?

“Yes, one of the most important points that made us adhere to Fathi Bashagha

project is the holding parliamentary and presidential elections within a period not

exceeding 14 months. This map was adopted by the Libyan Parliament, the House

of Representatives. After the process of handing over powers by Dabaiba, it will

work on the constitutional base. I personally expect that the Parliament and High

Council of State will agree on the constitutional framework in the meetings

expected in Egypt. Libya is now facing many challenges, there is a breakdown in

State institutions, but the security situation started to improve in better. Following

the agreement on the constitutional basis, I hope the parties will work to vote and

adopt a permanent Constitution, so to end all the transitional stages. Therefore,

we chose this period to prepare for the elections, because there are some

measures that must be taken. For example, we have a problem with national

numbers and the official civil registry that must be reviewed and that will take

several months.”

How are Libyan relationships with neighboring countries?

“Libya relationship with neighboring countries must be a good one, and we must

be helped in investment, construction and development. It is very important that all

countries, not only our neighbors but also the European Union, support us because

Libya is located in a strategic location that concerns all countries of the world. We

hope to see the necessary support to go towards the elections as soon as

possible.”

Despite the political instability, Europe is witnessing a reduction in migrant arrivals

from Libya. How do you explain that?

“I am assigned by the Parliament speaker Aqilah Saleh to follow up on the illegal

immigration file. We prepared a good plan to contrast illegal immigration in

coordination with the Stability Support Device. We prepared a force of over 200

militaries whose have been trained and followed foreign courses. We purchased

10 naval boats to follow up the fighting against immigration, as well as fuel

smuggling. I am doing my part in this file according to the mandate from the House

of Representatives. Thanks to the coordination with this force, we are protecting

our maritime borders, preventing illegal immigration and smuggling. In about nine

months, we stopped over 200 boats. Actually, there are about nine thousand

migrants in shelters. About four thousand immigrants returned to their countries,

including Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Syria, Pakistan and Bangladesh. These

countries cooperate well with us. We coordinate with their embassies to organize

their safe return home within ten days from their identification”.



FATHI 
AL-MARIMI 
““The meeting with Mrs. Stephanie Williams was

important. Counselor Aguila Saleh explained her

the steps taken by the House of Representatives

(HoR), whether amending the constitutional

declaration, or forming a government and taking

the constitutional oath. He confirmed that the

elections will be held according to the laws of the

HoR, which can be amended, as well as

according to the plan of the Road Map

Committee, and the parties that the Committee

has contacted with. Counselor Aguila Saleh also

confirmed that things are going well despite

some objections, and that the measures taken

by the HoR are correct, whether forming a

government, issuing laws or working to hold

elections in the near future.” 
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Said Fathi al-Marimi, Media Advisor of the Presidency of the Libyan Parliament, the

Tobruk based House of Representatives (HoR), with whom we take stock of the

latest political developments after the appointment of Fathi Bashagha as Prime

Minister and the granting of confidence to its executive.

Mrs. Williams said in a tweet that she agreed with Aguila Saleh that holding

elections in a timely manner with a solid constitutional basis constitutes the best

way forward. So, what will be the next step? The HoR and the HCS will form a joint

committee?

“Of course, the House of Representatives formed a road map committee some

time ago, and the High Council of State also formed a committee that includes the

heads of its committees, and these committees met several times, and agreed to

amend the constitutional declaration, and form the government during the past

period. In fact, there is communication between the House of Representatives and

the State Council, and between these committees.”

Seems impossible for Bashagha to establish his government in Tripoli right now, is

the HoR thinking to let Dabaiba continues his duties until June?

“The HoR will not allow Abdel Hamid Dabaiba to continue his duties until next June.

Currently, we officially do not recognize him as a Prime Minister and his term has

expired. Mr. Fathi Bashagha is the official president recognized by the House of

Representatives. Now Abdul Hamid Dabaiba must hand over his duties completely

to Mr. Fathi Bashagha.”
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Are we returning to have two parallel governments?

“The HoR does not intend to establish a parallel government, but only one

government headed by Fathi Bashagha.”

What is the power balance between Bashagha and Dabaiba today?

“Mr. Fathi Bashagha has great support in the Western region, and now he has

consensus with the leaders of the western, eastern and southern regions. Now

that things are going well, he is a strong personality with good relations, and he will

collectively be able to unify the institutions and make Libya an independent

country.”

Does the Parliament have any support from armed groups in Tripoli?

“The Parliament is supported by the Libyan people, and most of the Libyans

support the steps taken by the HoR, whether forming a government or issuing

electoral laws. The Libyan people know that only the Parliament is the legitimate

representative of the country.”

Are there consultations with Abdel Hamid Dabaiba or is a definitive break?

“No, there are no contacts between Parliament and Abdul Hamid al-Dabaiba, but

there are other parties that may work for him to hand over power to Mr. Fathi

Bashagha in a peaceful manner.”

Many denounced a lack of transparency in the HoR in the process that brought to

the formation of Bashagha government, can you explain us better this process?

“The formation of the government was done correctly, and the parliament session

was broadcast on satellite channels, but there are some people who question the

work of Parliament permanently. The procedures of the House of Representatives

in forming the government are correct in accordance with the law and its powers.”

Which foreign countries support the new executive?

“Many countries see this as an internal matter, but the Russian position is clear:

they announced their support for the government headed by Fathi Pashaga. The

HoR also released a statement yesterday to thanks the sisterly Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia and Egypt for their support to the legitimate institutions elected by the

Libyan people and their constant concern for the security, stability and unity of

Libya.”

After the military operations in Tripoli, how is the relation between Aguila Salah and

Field Marshall Khalifa Haftar today?

“After the military operations in Tripoli, the relationship is still excellent between the

speaker of parliament, Aguila Salah, and Khalifa Haftar, the commander-in-chief

of the Libyan army. The relationship is excellent and there is constant

communication between them.”



Before the Parliament took a strong position

against the Muslim Brotherhood what are the

reason to make them allies today?

“The Parliament agreed with Fathi Bashagha,

Ahmed Maiteeq and some influential figures in

the western region, not with the Muslim

Brotherhood. That is in order to unify the

institutions in Libya, end the conflict in the near

future, and go towards elections.”

There are many reports about a deal between

Aguila Salah and Khaled al Meshri after

meetings in Morocco. What this deal provides

for?

“There are no deals, and the meeting with Aqilah

Saleh and Khaled Al-Meshri is for the sake of

Libya, for the unification of institutions, the

constitutional declaration and the holding of

elections.”

Did the Parliament received pressures from

armed groups in the East to change the

Dabaiba government?

“There is no pressure, and this was done with the

will of Libyan leaders, socially, politically and

security-wise, and for the sake of an

understanding on unifying institutions, as I told

you, holding elections and ending the conflict.”
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The HoR does not intend

to establish a parallel
government



MOHAMMAD
AL-RAJOUBI

After the House of Representatives (HoR)

appointed Fathi Bashagha as Libya Prime

Minister-designate, the current Prime Minister

Abdel Hamid Dabaiba announced that he will

only hand over powers to a government elected.

The attention focused on the Council of Elders

and Notables of Misrata, the city that gave birth

to both the premieres. In fact, its position

appears to be decisive in terms of political

support at the local level given Libyan social

fabric. We reached Muhammad Al-Rajoubi,

head of the Misurata Council of notables and

elders to dispel some myths and better

understand their position.
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What is the position of the council on the current political situation?

“We, as a council of notables and civil society in the city of Misurata, refuse to

extend the parliament, which was established on the basis of 18 months, and it

has now reached seven years. Is it possible for a Parliament to remain in charge

seven years!? The country entered into wars and disputes, which God has not sent

down any authority. We are Libyans, one society, and there is no problem between

the Libyan tribes. As soon as the roads and airports were opened, the Libyans

began to communicate and there is no problem between our cities. The only issue

is between politicians from the House of Representatives and the High Council of

State on one hand, the international community, and the regional interventions

from Egypt and the UAE on the other, for the special interests of these countries.

That is what made the process delay so far.”

Why do you reject the new Government of Fathi Bashagha?

“We have nothing to do with Fathi or Dabaiba. Our main demand is parliamentary

elections. Then we will move to the constitution, then presidential elections, and

finally, stability. I think ten years of wars are enough. People in the West, East and

South are tired of wars. I am in contact with all Libyan cities, and all of them reject

any new wars. We have a great role, God willing, in reconciliation, and there is no

problem in Libya except these worn-out bodies. Khalifa Haftar wants to rule with

the power of the military, the Parliament and Khaled Al-Meshri want to stay for life.

This thing is rejected by all the Libyan people.”
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We heard a warning from the sheikhs of Misurata and Greater Tripoli…

“Great, we met with them and we understood that Tripoli could not enter a new

war. This is the warning we gave. The western region cannot break out in another

war. Enough of wars! We sit at the negotiating table all the time, but not with those

who killed the Libyans. Heroes of wars are imposed. They are being delayed until

the country progresses. Libya has good people, professors of law and

jurisprudence, professors of sociology, university professors, civil society and tribal

sheikhs. We are all united and agreed not to fight again, and those who have

special interests will not judge us on the way of Gaddafi or Haftar and others.”

In early March, you spent a visit to the city of Zawiya. Who did you meet and what

are the discussions’ results?

“Our visit to the city of Al-Zawiya was a historic visit. Members of the Municipal

Council, the director of security, army officers, university professors, brigades’

commanders and Zawiya revolutionaries, the entire community of Zawiya

reserved us a great reception. That is evidence that they are with us on the same

approach that urges parliamentary elections to end these existing bodies and the

new parliament assigns the government that supervises the constitution and

presidential elections, so to hand over power to an authority elected by the Libyan

people”.

Is it true that you are looking for support from other cities like Zintan?

“Yes, Misurata asks for the support of other cities such as Zintan but the truth is

that we are not asking support for a government or the other, but it is a call to

support the elections. We actually went to Zintan and listened their opinion,

Gharyan, Greater Tripoli, Zawiya, Western Mountain and the West Coast, and all of

them want elections. We do so to poll the public opinion so that we can say that

the Libyan public opinion wants elections. In the eastern region, in Al-Beyda and

Ajdabiya, demonstrations took place to topple the parliament and we visited all

the western regions to confirm that everyone wants parliamentary elections and

our goal is to speed up the electoral process. The army, the police, and individuals,

they all want elections, and we want Italy to help us in this demand, and all the

countries of the Mediterranean basin.”

What do you think of the deal between the Parliament and the State Council?

“The deal that took place between the State Council and Parliament, which is to

extend the period of time for them and without even setting the dates of the

elections or setting a date for the constitution. They just agreed on a new 14-

month-old stability government headed by Bashagha."

Is there a division among Misrata armed groups?

“There is no danger from the armed groups in Misurata because our city is a

cohesive and fraternal society. They are all brothers and cousins. The city is safe

and secure, even if there is a dispute between them that will not reach an armed

conflict.”
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What is your message to the Libyan youth who are carrying weapons or belong to

armed groups out of the State control?

“My message for young people who bear arms is that they must be involved in the

state’s agencies and that the state finds a solution for them. Part of them need

psychological treatment because of the war. There are armed youth who want to

get married and want to enter the field of work and find loans for housing and

development. Unfortunately, the youth have been destroyed by this was and 30

years of neglection during the Gaddafi era because he did not care about the

youth and did not care about the society. There are no universities or

infrastructure. Libya is still a crude country, whether people or land. Libya does not

have the possibilities to be one of the modern countries, it needs years in the field

of education and technology and health in order to get out of this predicament

that we have fallen into. I hope that God will help us against these gangs.”

How is the reconciliation process going on? Do you think Mr. Dabaiba did his best

on this file?

“Dabaiba is not charged with reconciliation, and the one responsible for

reconciliation is the Presidential Council. Unfortunately, the Council did nothing for

reconciliation, even though it received a budget for this goal. We do not know what

they did with it. We want reconciliation and there is no problem between the

regions of Libya. All regions are complaining about the rule of the army, Haftar and

his aides. They killed people in Tarhuna, according to Tripoli, and in Benghazi, they

executed many without courts. We want legal procedures, and what the courts

determine, we accept. We want a state of institutions and the separation of

legislative, executive and judicial powers, like the rest of free world. The elections

must be fair. Libya is a state with many good things and a strategic location.”

What do you expect from the international community? And what Italy, and

Europe in general, can do to help our beloved neighbors, the Libyans, in this

phase?

“We have a common history with our neighbors like Italy and Europe. Also, the

African countries must stand together so that we can get out of these problems

and our children learn and be educated, so that the Mediterranean becomes a

lake of peace, security and stability, not a lake of displaced and drowned people.

Unfortunately, these are remnants of the dark ages, and we must be open to each

other. The French and the Italians are our brothers, we are all children of Adam

and Adam is from dust. I see that Italy has a role and we have strong relations, it is

a neighboring country, and one day Italy made a great contribution to building

modern Libya. All the Mediterranean basin, whether France and Italy are

neighbors. We hope that they will have a positive role, especially Italy by studying

and understanding the Libyan people, to have a role in solving the Libyan problem

and supporting parliamentary elections for all of Libya that will end with all the

current bodies, missing for 10 years. We expect that Libya will rise, God willing, with

the help of Italy and friendly and brotherly countries, and may God bless you.”



Assad Zhew
One of the youngest presidential candidate. He studied

law and will soon discuss a master’s thesis in public

international law.

Head of the Unity Party (Al-Wahda Party) and the sheikh

of the Zway tribe, from Ajedabiya.

From Awlad Suleiman tribe, son  of a diplomatic and

political family that ruled Fezzan under the federal

system until 1963.

Al-Senussi Al-Haliq Al-Zawi

Abdul-Majid Saif al-Nasr
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Mayouf Amarif
Professor Amarif is resident and teach at the Sabha

University, in the southern Libya capital. He says to be a

completely independent candidate, exactly what Libya

probably needs today.

he was the head of the Libyan Islamic Society promoting

culture and dialogue. He has always worked against

exclusion and marginalization. His slogan is “Libya,

homeland for everyone.” 

Amazigh origins ,  Mrs. Laila Salim bin Khalifa is from the

city of Zuwara; president of the National Movement

Party, a political party inspired by the 1940s Bashir El

Saadawi movement.

Mohamed Ahmed Al Sharif

Laila Salim bin Khalifa
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Ibrahim O. Al-Dabbashi

Former Permanent Representative of Libya to the United

Nations in New York. Dabbashi was born in Sabratha. He

obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree from Al Fateh

University in 1974 and joined the Libyan Ministry of

Foreign Affairs in 1975.

he was the head of the Libyan Islamic Society promoting

culture and dialogue. He has always worked against

exclusion and marginalization. His slogan is “Libya,

homeland for everyone.” 

Bashir Ibrahim Al-Ahmadi, 50, from Tarhuna is father of 2

girls and 1 boy. He lives in a popular neighborhood in

Tripoli. Has a high school degree in telecommunications

engineering and works in the Libya Telecom Company,

member of the Communications Union.

Abdullah Naker

Bashir Ibrahim Al-Hamadi

18

PRESIDENTIA
L CA

NDIDA
TES

M
eet  10

Suleiman Al-Bayoudi

Libyan writer and politician, leader of the Renewal Party,

author of the book ‘Anger and Corruption, the Spring of

Blood’, and of numerous articles published on Libyan and

Arab websites.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabratha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Fateh_University


ASSAD
ZHEW

Will the Libya youngest presidential candidate 
be able to heal Libyans’ hearts?

Several times, it has been said that Libyan youth

represents the solution to the problems that the

North African country is facing. This interview

with Assad Zhew, the youngest Libyan

presidential candidate who has completed the

registration procedures so far, seems to confirm

this. Calm and cordial tone, Assad Zhew, has no

doubts about what to do. Not just slogans, as

can often happen in conversations with

politicians, but concrete proposals for a

complete political program, from economics to

reconciling justice that lightens hearts.
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Mr. Assad, first of all let me thank you for accepting this interview. Please help me

to introduce yourself.

“My name is Asaad Mohsen Zhew. My origins go back to the Al-Sayahan tribe in

the far west of Libya, and it is one of the tribes whose lineage goes back to the

House of the Messenger of God, peace and blessings be upon him. I am 37 years

old and I was born on April 22, 1985. My qualifications are a law degree, and I will

soon discuss a master’s thesis in public international law. I can speak English to

some extent.”

I think you are the youngest candidate to run for the Libya presidency, how is the

Libyan youth living this electoral moment?

“More than 50% of the population are young people, their ages range between 20

and 50 years. They make up the vast majority of those recorded in the voters

register, and this gives you a clear indication of the extent of interest, enthusiasm

and interaction of Libyan youth, males and females, in this election, and there is a

good interaction despite the frustrations experienced by young people during

these miserable years.”

Are you running independently or with a political alliance?

“I submitted my candidacy file for the presidential elections as an independent,

because the laws regulating the electoral process allowed only the opportunity to

run as individuals and as independents. But I belong to a political organization, the

Libyan National Gathering Party, which is a national organization that seeks to

address Libya’s chronic problems, and we have good and excellent relations with

most of the Libyan political organizations, with whom we are in constant

communication and coordination”.
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Why should Libyans vote for you?

“In my opinion, the Libyans lived a long and bitter experience under the

management and authority of flabby and consuming elites, and they are looking

forward today to give their confidence to a young and ambitious administration

that is close to people’s concerns and problems and possesses the ability, vitality

and skill to give and achieve success, in addition I have an integrated project in the

development of the country in various fields and ensures Libya’s progress and

prosperity with modern tools and young hands.”

There are several reports of tension in many cities in front of the offices of the High

National Elections Commission (HNEC). Do you think that all parties will accept the

election results?

“There is no escape from accepting the results of the elections because they are

the only peaceful option to get out of our complex crises. Otherwise, we will return

to square one with wars, fighting, chaos and a complete collapse of life.”

What would your priorities be if you would be elected president?

“Addressing all the current problems and bottlenecks that prevent us from moving

forward, and we can summarize some of these programs in the following points:

First: Preserving Libya’s unity and independence, achieving its sovereignty and

restoring its prestige.

Second: To strive with sincerity to achieve national reconciliation among all

Libyans, reparation for harm and sweeten their thoughts through conciliatory

justice that restores their hearts purity and forgiveness without grudges, hatred or

revenge.

Third: Working seriously to establish a state of law and institutions, in which every

individual knows his rights and duties, based on the principle of citizenship and the

rule of law.

Fourth: Unifying the security and military institution and activating them in a way

that achieves security and tranquility for the citizen, and protects the homeland

from any encroachment or aggression.

Fifth: Working to form a diversified national economy that preserves Libyans their

dignity and achieves the highest possible level of prosperity.

An economy based on investing all local capabilities, private sector participation,

achieving sustainable development, social justice in the distribution of wealth, and

creating renewable alternatives on which the Libyan economy is based instead of

its complete dependence on oil and gas revenues.

Sixth: Completing, as soon as possible, the completion of infrastructure projects,

including roads, transportation, communications, electricity and water, raising the

level of health and educational services, improving the banking system and

restoring people’s confidence in it.

Seventh: Building distinguished international relations based on mutual respect

and common interests, emphasizing the effective role of Libya in its Arab, Islamic,

regional and international environment, and strengthening the concept of national

will and sovereignty for all Libyans.”
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What is your position on the foreign forces, fighters and mercenaries’ withdrawal

from Libyan territory?

“All foreign military presence on Libyan territory must be evacuated immediately

and without delay”.

How is your relationship with the other presidential candidates? With whom could

you form an alliance if necessary to pass to the second turn? And with who would

you never deal?

“I am at the same distance from all the candidates, and I have good relations with

each other. Our goal is to achieve this national merit, and whoever wins the

people’s confidence will be satisfied with him and work with him to achieve

development and progress for our country.”

What are the necessary steps to prevent young people from carrying arms and

dismantling armed groups outside the State’s control?

“I understand the conditions of the young people who took up weapons during

these years, and their reasons. I believe that once a single political administration

for the country is formed, the state established in its form that reassures the

people, the security and military institutions unified, and the wheel of economy and

development moves in the required manner, we will not find a single young man

carrying arms. We will not find a militia one in Libya.”

How can the international community help the Libyan people to reach

independent, fair and secure elections? How can friendly countries ensure that the

election results are respected by all parties?

“The international community plays a major role in achieving stability inside Libya,

and most of the local influential parties have external references. I hope that the

international community will be sincere this time in helping the Libyan people

because it knows exactly which countries are able to close the funds of reliance

and open the funds of democracy and development.”

More than 50% of the

population are young peop
le, their

ages range between 20 a
nd 50

years. They make up th
e vast

majority of those recorded 
in the

voters register



AL-SENUSSI
AL-HALIQ
AL-ZAWI

Rule of law, respect for Libya’s differences and unity

Sheikh Al-Senussi Al-Haliq Al-Zawi is a politician,

from a well-known family in Cyrenaica. He wrote

a lot about Italian colonialism, as did the German

writer and traveler Gerd Harold Rolfs in 1870. Al-

Zawi made the Libyans’ desire for unity a slogan

and a party, but above all an important political

program. 
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Introducing himself, he adds: “I am the head of the Unity Party (Al-Wahda Party)

and I am the sheikh of the Zway tribe. I was born in 1951 in Ajdabiya. I studied

economics, political science and banking management in France. I had an MBA

and a diploma in international relations and diplomacy. This adds to my extensive

experience in political and social activism and in the resolution and management

of regional and international social conflicts and crises. I was also called a

statesman and during the Gaddafi regime, I managed difficult tasks between

heads of state and various African leaders, influencers and decision makers.”

Sheikh Al-Senussi, first of all, thank you for accepting this meeting. Please, tell us

more about the Unity Party.

“The Unity Party is a Libyan political party that respects all rights and public

freedoms without restriction or conditions. The party emphasizes the civil state

according to democratic foundations. It was founded in October 2021 by the

youth, emphasizing the importance of national reconciliation”.

What would your political party’s program be if you will be elected?

“The party believes in the importance of the role of women and youth in the

advancement of society, and shows its importance on respecting the principle of

the peaceful transfer of power, and working to abolish centralization and

totalitarian rule and the elimination of the policy of discrimination, marginalization

and exclusion, and insists and resolves on the unity of Libya and the importance

of the sovereignty of the national will while respecting the difference of heritage in

society in its language, culture, customs, and its traditions, granting Libyans their

full rights in social, political and economic representation, defending the rights

and interests of minorities and individuals, and providing them with the

opportunity for parliamentary and governmental representation in accordance

with a democratic framework based on respect for freedom of opinion and

acceptance of others, and working to achieve security and stability, and to

consolidate and strengthen the principle of justice and equality before the law.”
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Why should Libyans vote for you?

“The Libyans, at this stage, need a president who is able to unify the country and

impose the rule of law, and to have the ability to gather all the components of the

Libyan people in a progress path that advances the economy and development.

Libya is a raw land for building a modern state, and what I represent is my

affiliation and my relationships with the partners of the nation. I am from the heart

of the Libyan desert, which is considered the highest geographical component in

terms of area and combines its three regions. The mission of the president requires

experience and knowledge of history and reality of the state.”

What do you think of the High Council of State (HCS) objections to the electoral

law?

“The State Council is an advisory body and has the right to express its opinion on

various issues, but what we hope is to move forward in the way of elections,

following the road map that was agreed in Geneva and supported by the Berlin

conferences and the Security Council, as well as the Parliament was able to

implement laws and finally the High Electoral Commission has prepared the

executive regulations for these laws. We do not wish to return to the zero point, as

the people are tired of wars and division.”

What do you think of the some leaders in the Burkan of Anger coalition' statements

regarding elections?

“This is normal at this stage. All the different political forces are trying to express

their fears and aspirations, and we respect that within the framework of peaceful

expression and objection, without any obstruction to the path of peace and

elections.”

How is your relation with foreign countries? Are there countries that support your

candidacy?

“After its independence, Libya maintained a neutral and friendly foreign policy for

all, especially for its territory, without any hostility, and it was known that it

belonged to the bloc of traditional conservatives in its territory, without interfering

in the internal affairs of any country. On this principle we will consolidate our

international relations, and I communicate with all neighboring countries and

nations interested in the Libyan issue and seeks to help us consolidate peace.

Although the foreign policy in our country during the last fifty years has gone

through ups and downs, especially under the rule of the former regime, the

principles and politics of Libya after independence is what we aspire to return to. I

do not seek nor wait for external support from any country or entity. I am looking

forward to the support of my great people who aspire to peace.”

How do you see the Turkish and Russian foreign policy towards Libya?

“It is not a secret that any of the conflicts that Libya has been affected by are

international and regional. We hope to be in a neutral line in which our relations will

be based on the interest of Libya and its people.”
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What is your position on the exit of mercenaries and foreign forces from Libya?

“This file does not accept neutrality or silence. We are with the departure of any

foreign force or mercenaries present on Libyan soil. There is no neutrality in the

sovereignty and security of Libya.”

How is your relationship with Aguila Salah and Khalifa Haftar today?

“I have a good relationship with both of them, and I have relations at the same level

with all political forces inside Libya.”

What do you think of the work done by Abdel Hamid Al-Dbeibah’s government so

far? Which mistakes you would correct if you will be elected?

“There are many files that it is difficult for a transitional government to deal with,

and we know very well the sensitivity of the current situation and the pressures on

the government, but we have observations on the economic approach to them

that may have consequences for the near future. As for its mistakes, we cannot

blame the Dabeiba’s government for all the mistakes. There were governments

that preceded him. They played a role in many mistakes, and all of this needs a

comprehensive administrative reform and review, which is the basis of our vision.”

What is your strategy to combat human and oil smuggling in the Western Tripoli

region?

“This matter will be submitted to the National Security Council, which will supervise

and implement basic operations to protect the borders and organize migrant

centers, and we will work on this file in line with international and local law and

treaties. We have a law issued in 2010 to address irregular migration dossier, and

we put between our eyes the interests and security of our neighbors, Africa, of

which we are a part, or Europe, which is a strategic partner for us.”

Any foreign force or

mercenaries present on Li
byan

soil must leave



“My name is Abdul-Majid Saif al-Nasr. I belong to

the Awlad Suleiman tribe and a diplomatic and

political family that ruled Fezzan under the

federal system until 1963. I was born in Sebha in

the south of the country in 1957 and grew up

there.  

In 2011, I was chosen as a member of the National Transitional Council for Sebha

Governorate and head of the Supreme Security Committee, affiliated with the

council. In 2012, I was elected as a member of the General National Congress for

the city of Sebha. I was a member of the State Consultative Council emanating

the Skhirat Agreement issued in December 2015. I served as Ambassador of

Libya to the Kingdom of Morocco from April 2014 to February 2018. On May 26,

2020, I received from Parliament Speaker Aguila Saleh the credential as

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Kingdom of Morocco and

special envoy of the House of Representatives for the Arab Maghreb countries”.

Abdul Majid Saif Al-Nasr says about himself after presenting his candidacy to the

electoral office of Sabha at the end of November. 

What’s your position regarding national reconciliation?

“I consider myself as the leader of the national reconciliation process. Many

people are surprised by my political orientation. I am with the national monarchy,

with the national September, and with the national February. I am with the

country, which must be on strong foundations in terms of security, military,

political, economic, and social according to the public interest. The stage requires

a common ground on which we stand, bringing every one of different directions,

spectra, and cultural components on one unified land with Tripoli as its capital.

Everyone’s participation in the construction process through several files, and the

participation of the men of the former mass regime, and their important role in

serving their homeland, Libya, is a duty for everyone.”

Who may you ally with to pass the second round?

“Our alliances will be with everyone who looks at the interest of Libya to serve its

people.”

ABDUL-
MAJID SAIF
AL-NASR

I consider myself the leader of the national reconciliation process
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What’s your political program?

“We have an integrated national project for reconciliation and transitional justice

that will lead us to a stable, sovereign, and pioneering state among states.

Rejection of the presence of foreign forces and mercenaries on Libyan territory

and the sovereignty of Libya is a red line that cannot be negotiated with any party.

Unifying the military and security services, securing the borders, and dealing with

the immigration file is among our first steps in the project to preserve the country’s

security. We intend to ensure and strengthen international relations with all

neighboring countries, following the supreme interest of the Libyan state. We

intend to activate the stalled projects while supporting the equitable distribution of

wealth through broader powers for the governorates. With the government’s

support, we will choose in a way that represents all Libyans and without any

favoritism. Consolidating the principle of human rights and supporting youth,

women, people of determination, artists, intellectuals, and journalists is a national

duty because they are influential leaders. Our goal is to build society as a whole.

We are working on an integrated project that supports civil society institutions and

the Scout Foundation, a factory for patriotic men to establish a civil and

democratic state. We are establishing a modern educational and health project

built on a real and thoughtful foundation for their advancement. The bulk of the

Libyan oil revenues will be allocated to them. We have a comprehensive economic

development project so that Libya stands on the foundations of a strong state

through the file of alternative energies, local industries, and smart cities.”

What’s your opinion on the electoral law?

“The law is the law of the Libyan House of Representatives issued by the womb of

the legislative body elected by the Libyan people. Aguila Saleh, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, has approved it. In addition, the law has been issued in

the middle of a session under the dome of Parliament”.

Which Foreign countries are supporting you?

“There is no external support from any country, and the people’s support for me is

the source of everything at this important political stage in Libya history.”

Libya sovereignty is a re
d line

that cannot be negotiated
 with any party



Confidence is still lacking among the Libyans.

Ten years of strife, deaths, injuries and losses

are hard to forget. “Libya today needs someone

truly neutral, equidistant from all parties”.

Professor Mayouf Amarif, candidate in the

presidential elections, is convinced of this.

Professor Amarif is resident and teach at the

Sabha University, in the southern Libya capital.

He says to be a completely independent

candidate, exactly what Libya probably needs

today.

 How do you get involved in politics and why you decided to candidate for Libya

presidency?

“I have really strong motivations, starting from the fact that we – in Libya – really

need someone completely independent to avoid all the conflicts going on in the

last eleven years. I have the knowledge of what all the Libyans need, a person

who should be as much as independent she or he could be”.

How are you living this particular moment especially in Sabha?

“The situation in all the country not only in Sabha is complicated and not only for

me actually but for all the candidates. Even for who thinks to be really an

expertise in politics. The situation is completely new, a big consciousness is

growing around. We live this moment counting the days. Every day, we don’t

know if we are going further as at any time everything might be canceled or

postponed. So, this is the most concern that we are living in now: how these

elections are going to be implemented successfully, and if the result will be

accepted whatever it is.”

What is your political program and your priorities if you will be elected president of

Libya?

“My ideology is to work on the causes and not on the effects. I will focus on the

reason behind any issue. For example, I will focus on fear. Because fear is behind

people handling guns and many other phenomena. I will work for the Government

decentralization, supporting the local governance and assigning most of the

responsibility and decision-making process to the Municipalities and local

districts. My action will concentrate on Libyan families, particularly on women and

children, to guarantee a new generation on the right path for the country’s future.” 

MAYOUF
AMARIF

Libya needs someone really neutral
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How is the general situation of Libyan universities, did they also suffer of the

political conflict?

“Of course, they are suffering, there is an extensive declining of the Universities

performance, at the students’ level, professors’ level and staff level. A declining

caused by technical issue like power cuts, covid-19 in the last two years, the

political fragmentation, and by other administrative matters as well. Especially

concerning Sabha, as it is the only city in Libya to have been under two

governments. Tripoli has one, Benghazi has one. But we had two.”

It should be better, no? You should have received more services actually…

“Yes, if both the Governments were looking to make us happy. In some parts we

can say that we were lucky. But the problem was technical. Unfortunately, many

students lost the high motivation that they should have, of working, getting better

job, employment. But there are no international companies here, no financial

promotion since 2015. Because of the liquidity problem in the banks, the issue of oil

and gas, a lot of people became even unable to reach the university. All these

issues, in addition to the demotivation, negatively affected our universities. Despite

all, the University of Sabha tries to survive, we are doing our best. The best

demonstration is that the number of students for year is almost the same. Most of

them are female as the boys usually join the military, prefer go to work or doing

something physically for their family or for themselves. I have some classes where

99% of the students are girls."

Did you already selected your ministers in case you will be elected?

“I am struggling to make a neutral government without a color or an identity as

many people have been already involved. I am open to anyone, not only

technocrats. I strongly believe that at this stage we need people far the same

distance from all the parties.”

What do you think of the recent events in your city Sabha after the exclusion of

Saif Ghaddafi from the presidential race?

“The situation is really controversial. Unfortunately, the judiciary system continues

to postpone his case. This postponement gives more hope to Saif al Islam

followers and less to the others and vice versa. I am concerned that delaying the

verdict on Saif al Islam appeal might causes social tensions as people are

gathering in front of the Court every day, more and more, and we have seen also

the supporters of the other political side of the country gathering as well. I am

personally not happy with this delay.”

A good president should love his Country, do you agree?

“Yes, sure.”
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So, when a candidate sees his candidacy is causing other problems, other

sufferings to his citizens, you do not think they should withdraw from this electoral

process?

“Absolutely right. In fact, for me, a number of four or five candidates should not

have submitted their candidacy, before withdrawing. Especially at this stage, for

these elections. Their candidacy caused fear and disappointment for many. I

wished they were not there for these elections to go forward. Now, about their

withdraw, I don’t know… From the beginning I was thinking they were going to

support the electoral moment without being part of it. I don’t know why they did

this, maybe they think those will be the only and last elections. If I was in their place,

I wouldn’t go for elections for my country as you said because people still not trust

each other. Being on the candidates’ platform increase fear and distrust for

others.”

What is your position regarding the withdrawal of foreign forces and mercenaries

from Libyan territory?

“It is very important and for me the withdrawal must be gradual to replace the fear

with trust. At the end of the day, this is a decision that everyone should take. There

is no need for such existence. In case I will be elected to lead the country, I will work

to restabilize trust among both sides.”

What about the Reconciliation process?

“The Reconciliation is an inevitable fate as we are all living in the same land. We

have to decrease losses and save more lives. The only point that I intend to add is

support this process with the judiciary procedures. Without compensations and

justice, the Reconciliation will not last. We will work on it socially as well at the

judiciary level to make the Reconciliation’ results permanent. To make it

successful, I will work also with third parties, like tribes from other countries in

Egypt, or Saudi Arabia for example, to make it more official.”

One last word for your citizen, the Libyan people.

“I want to tell them that this is a great chance for us to go forward. Do not look at

your past, whatever have been your losses, or how big your problems have been.

These elections are a great chance available for all of us. Let’s go on with the

electoral process! Candidates be ready, convince your people. Voters, go and

make your choice. Not going to vote doesn’t mean zero, but plus one for the other

side. I always tell them so, there is no neutrality on this procedure. Trust the High

National Electoral Commission, trust the results! Trust our people and if they do not

select us this time, we will keep convincing them for the next.”



He won the appeal after the preliminary

exclusion by the National High Electoral

Commission (HNEC) and is officially back in the

race for Libya presidency. During his long career,

he has held responsibility positions; he was the

head of the Libyan Islamic Society promoting

culture and dialogue. He has always worked

against exclusion and marginalization. His

slogan is “Libya, homeland for everyone.” We are

talking about Dr Mohamed Ahmed Al-Sharif.

Let’s find out more about him in this interview.

 
What is your vision and mission if you will be elected president of Libya?

“We will work to bring all Libyans together of all orientations under an

independent and democratic state in accordance with the foundations of social

justice and the principle of equal opportunities to build a bright future that stems

from a positive and effective present”.

What are the most important priorities of your political program?

“Our goal is to get Libya out of this crisis and from this tunnel, according to an

integrated work program with the contribution of all Libyan expertise in

developing programs and plans, without excluding or marginalizing anyone. Our

motto is the homeland for all and by all.”

What actions do you think are necessary to restore the Libyan economy?

“First, we will take urgent measures to address the deteriorating economic and

living situation of the ordinary citizens, and this is a priority that we consider

extremely important because it is related to the daily life of the citizen and must

be addressed in an urgent manner. On the other hand, we have an integrated

national project. The economic aspect is included in this project, where we rely on

scientific plans in which Libyan experts participated, who have the scientific

experience that qualifies them to do so.”

What will your actions be in support of young people ?

“We view society as a single unit and rely on well-studied scientific plans to

advance society as a whole. When young people get real opportunities for work

and quality education and have the opportunity to participate effectively in

development plans, this will make them stay away from weapons, and they will

have no time. A negative vacuum may be exploited by advocates of terrorism and

extremism or advocates of war and armed conflict because the youth is an active

force characterized by awareness and will not leave the process of construction

to organize the chorus of destruction.”

MOHAMED A.
AL-SHARIF

Libya homeland for everyone
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What is your position on national reconciliation?

“Reconciliation is the goal, demand and purpose of all Libyans. All Libyans want

reconciliation and seek to achieve it. We believe that reconciliation must be

general and comprehensive, as it must be in the institutions of the judiciary, justice,

security institutions, and institutions of civil society. Also, it must include the

fulfilment of truth and the redress of grievances. Reparation and the release of all

prisoners, of conflict and otherwise, prisoners of opinions and conscience, and it

must include everyone without marginalization. I believe that after the presidential

and parliamentary elections, there will be a comprehensive Libyan vision that

gathers all Libyans to agree with each other to reach safety.”

Who  among the other presidential candidates  you consider as an ally?

“We are not in the position of naming anyone because we consider that all

candidates are the sons of this nation and seek to serve it and lead it to better

places. We are in the process of building the country and addressing its political,

economic and social problems and advancing it. In the future, after the Libyan

people choose us for the presidency, we will not exclude anyone, nor will we

marginalise anyone. Instead, we will leave the door open for everyone to build the

state and advance society.”

Are there any countries that support your candidacy?

“First, I am an independent candidate and do not represent any political or party

orientation. My candidacy for the presidency came in response to the demands

and desires of more than a political and social organization, including national

parties, tribal sheikhs, dignitaries and dignitaries of cities, towns and regions. To

get the country out of its current crisis, I ran for this position independently, and I

did not ask, do not ask, and will not ask for any support from any foreign party or

other countries. It is enough for me to support my compatriots of all their political

and social spectrum, as they are concerned with this entitlement first and

foremost.”

What is your position regarding the withdrawal of mercenaries, fighters and

foreign forces from Libya?

“We call for the independence of Libya and its political decision and the absence

of any foreign forces or mercenaries on Libyan soil.”

How do you see the policies of Russia and Turkey in Libya? And the United States?

“We base our foreign policy with everyone on the principle of mutual respect,

mutual benefit, and equals.”
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Who do you think are the main elections’ spoilers? 

“This is considered a celebration to all Libyans, and all of them are willing to

participate in these elections and get Libya out of this dark tunnel. And therefore,

all Libyan patriots support the elections, contribute to their success, and engage in

the democratic process.”

What do you think of the election law approved by the Libyan parliament headed

by Aguila Saleh?

“All the candidates who reached these elections accepted this law, which was

approved by the House of Representatives. Everyone agreed and accepted that

law”.

What does Justice mean to you?

“Justice is the realization of truth and the redress of grievances. We look to the

future and to build Libya, get it out of the political and economic impasse, advance

its economy and raise the standard of living of its members. We also strive to

separate powers and the independence of the judiciary. We believe in the

independence of the court and leave this matter to justice and the law authorities

in Libya.”

Reconciliation is the goal,

demand and purpose
 of all Libyans



Libya’s next head of state could be a woman.

France 24 has already included her in the

shortlist of the most prominent candidates in the

next presidential elections. “I’m Laila Salim bin

Khalifa – she tells us about herself, talking about

her Amazigh origins in the city of Zuwara-

president of the National Movement Party, a

political party inspired by the 1940s Bashir El

Saadawi movement. My academic

specialization is business administration, I have

a master’s degree in Business Administration

and I am currently pursuing a PhD”.

 

You are the first woman to candidate for Libya presidency. What does this

moment signify for you?

“I consider my candidacy for Libya presidency as an historic moment. It is a kind

of change to the existing criteria, since the presidency is only for men. Then it’s a

change even in the culture of Libyan society in accepting women’s candidacy for

the presidential elections.”

What made you want to get involved in politics?

“The desire to implement the project that I aspire to for the state of Libya. I hope

that I will have the opportunity to make this change in Libyan policy on the

security and economic levels and on the level of international relations.”

What are some challenges you face as a woman in politics?

“There is no difference in the political challenges facing me as a woman from the

challenges facing men. The biggest challenge is only in the culture of some

believing that senior positions are only for men. This societal culture is the biggest

but for me there are not so many challenges.”

What’s the conditions of Libyan women today?

“The conditions of Libyan women are no different from any other society. But I

think the unstable conditions in the country have affected the women a lot. Even

the conflicts that occur in the country, I think, are mainly caused by men. Women

tend more towards peace and stopping wars.”

If you want to give advice to girls and women in Libya and the Arab world who

want to pursue a career in politics or elections, what would it be?

“The first advice I give to all women is to have confidence in themselves and

participate. Everyone is equal, and there is no difference. We just have to trust in

ourselves and our capacities.”

LAILA SALIM
BIN KHALIFA

Madam President? 
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What’s your vision for Libya?

“My vision for Libya is to be an independent, stable, sovereign and institutional

state. The focus is on having a basis for democracy and a peaceful exchange of

power like any other country.”

Have you begun the ministers’ recruitment for your government in case you will be

elected?

“I think that the issue of choosing ministers is a very early matter. First, the prime

minister will be chosen, and then he or she will announce his government. We will

certainly have a role in that, but there is still time to talk about it, and no promises

can be made to anyone.”

Are there specific strategies you have in mind to recruit more women for the next

executive?

“I fought a lot for the presence of women by giving a quota of 30% to women. I

think this is the best strategy to get more females participating in politics.”

Did you receive support from any foreign country?

“I have not received and I will not accept any foreign support. Foreign support

should be forthe State of Libya. These elections are direct and I hope only for the

support of the Libyan people.”

With who you have in mind to coalize if needed to pass the second round?

“It is still too early to talk about alliances in these elections. In the second round, we

will look for someone who has a real project on the ground.”

Do you have specific strategies to dismantle armed groups out of the State’s

control and reintegrate those youth in the Libyan society?

“Certainly, one of the most important files is the file of armed formations and the

need to integrate them into the military and security institutions of the State. It is

necessary to work well in the security and economic file, because they related.

There must be a good coordination in order for the security and civil institutions to

function well.”

Reconciliation is the goal,

demand and purpose
 of all Libyans



“Unfortunately, the country falls back into

uncertainty while the Libyans were enthusiastic

to go to the vote to elect their head of state for

the first time. No one knows when or how the

election process will resume. Libyans are

disappointed enraged and feeling left out by the

Authorities and the international community”.

Former Permanent Representative of Libya to

the United Nations and Presidential candidate

Ibrahim O. Al Dabbashi says.

What are the main reasons for the election’s postponement?

“The main reasons are the loopholes in the election law, the candidature of the

Prime Minister in violation of his commitments and the intervention of the

Judiciary to impose Saif Gaddafi as presidential candidate”.

Do you think that the option of going to vote on January 24 is still on the table?

“The twenty fourth of January is just a proposal by the High National Electoral

Commission (HNEC) and there is no indication that it will be accepted by the

House of Representatives (HoR) which may take several weeks to agree on a new

road map including a date for the elections.”

Some media report a meeting between Aguila Salah and Khaled al Meshri in

Morocco, what do you expect from this?

“As Aquila Saleh is on official leave to meet the election Law requirements, I doubt

the meeting will take place, but most Libyans believe that no consensus on

anything will be reached between the HoR and the HCS. They always agree on

not to agree to stay in power.”

Do you think we are going toward another transitional phase? Who can appoint a

new Government, is the Parliament or the 75 members of the Libyan Political

Dialogue Forum (LPDF)?

“I think the Parliament is too weak to remove the government of Mr. Dabaiba and

appoint a new government, while the LPDF has been disrupted by corruption

accusations and some of its members became high officials in the Government of

National Unity, which practically confirmed the corruption accusations.”

IBRAHIM O.
DABBASHI

Elections still the only solution
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What do you think of the meeting in Benghazi between Fathi Bashagha, Ahmed

Maiteeq, Aref Ali Nayed, Khalifa Haftar and other presidential candidates in

Benghazi?

“The meeting in Benghazi of some presidential candidates is a good gesture to

show the Libyans that national reconciliation is possible and show the international

community that nothing can divide Libyans even those who at certain stage raised

arms against each other.”

What’s your position on the UK policy in Libya? And about Russia and Turkey?

“I hope that all those three countries and others understand that supporting

Libyans against each other will not serve their interests on the long term and abide

by the overwhelming desire of the Libyan people to see foreign interference

stopped and foreign forces and mercenaries flown out of the country as soon as

possible.”

What does the return of Stephanie Williams represent for you?

“I think it is a good decision by the UN Secretary General to revive the political

process, but the continued division in the SC on her role and title can only weaken

the UN role in Libya.”

There are many reports of a military congestion in the capital, what’s going on?

“It is difficult to understand what is going on, but the movement of some troupes

from Misratah to Tripoli could be an indication that Mr. Dabaiba is not welling to

leave power at any cost.”

A last word for the International Community…

“I hope that all countries involved in Libya agree with the Libyans that there is no

solution to the Libyan crisis without legislative and presidential elections, and the

need of working together to make it happen as soon as possible.”

Foreign countries should

understand that supportin
g

Libyans against each oth
er will

not serve their interests



How you see the current Libya situation?

“The political situation in Libya is getting heated up due to the international

conflicts forcing the Libyan to work to serve their interests. The conflict between

America and Russia is the main reason for the election’s postponement, on which

the US certainly had a greater weight”.

Foreign Policy wrote in recent days elections would no longer be a solution to the

Libyan crisis, do you agree?

“Foreign Policy knows that Libya is subject to Chapter VII, and any failure in Libya

bears the full responsibility of the United Nations”.

The Parliament has formed a series of Committees (for the road map, for foreign

interference, for sovereign institutions etc.) what is happening and what are their

real goal?

“We know with frustration that any project for which a committee is formed, and

the Parliament in general, will not work to implement the elections, but rather

works to disrupt them. The House of Representatives (HoR) is represented by

Aqilah Salah and the State Council is represented by Khaled Al-Meshri. They are

now sitting in Morocco deciding on behalf of the Libyan people on the formation

of a new government on which they will have a position. Jumping over the

elections is the dream of all Libyans. The current House of Representatives will

not work on drafting a constitution until Judgment Day. It must be changed as

soon as possible.”

From the electoral law we have come to talk about a constitution, how long do

you think it will take before Libyan people can go to vote?

“I believe that the constitution is the solution. We, in the Summit Party, have

completed the draft constitution in 2013, realizing the importance of the

constitution in building and stabilizing States. It was submitted to the United

Nations’ mission and the National Council 9 years ago but they did not pay any

attention to it.”

Foreign interference, especially the conflict

between Russia and the United States, was a

major reason for the suspension of the electoral

process in Libya. In recent weeks, we have seen

a mobilization of military forces in the capital,

often motivated under the pretext of protecting

elections. But which ones, since they will not take

place? Let’s get it clear with Abdullah Ahmed

Naker, 40, from Zintan, he is the head of the

Summit Party, the former Tripoli Revolutionaries

Council, today a candidate for Libya presidency.

ABDULLAH
NAKER

Libya is greater than all of them
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Do you think the Presidential Council is really interested in going to vote?      

“The Presidential Council did not play its role in unifying institutions or completing a

real national reconciliation. It is clear that it also wants to stay in power.”

Who was 34 years old in 2021, many this January will already turn 35 and they will

have the right to vote? Do we have to start a new process all over again or it will be

possible just announcing a new date for the electoral moment?

“The age of thirty-five, it is a legal right for everyone to participate in the elections,

but Libya is the country of experiments.”

There is a military congestion in the capital Tripoli. Some say the reinforcement

arrived from Misrata aim to protect the electoral process, but there are no

elections. So, what’s the real reason behind their arrival?

“The reason of the military crowds in Tripoli is that Abdel Hamid Al-Dabaiba is

pushing the militias to stay in power.”

Do you think is correct to say that we are in front a conflict between Dabaiba and

the presidential candidate, former Interior Minister Fathi Bashagha?      

“The conflict between Dabaiba and Bashagha is an imaginary and theatrical

struggle for the Libyans because America is one in Misurata.”

Can you explain it better?

“Misurata is a party of the conflict, and Fathi Bashagha, the architect of Libya

Dawn in 2014, dreamed of taking control of Libya by striking Zintan. They set up a

base for Italy in Misurata, which still exists today, but they did not succeed and

failed in that. To achieve this goal through politics, they pushed many personalities,

and following the Haftar’s attack on Tripoli in 2019, they were the ones who

brought and granted the Turks legal entry for the same reason: they dreamed to

take control of Libya with it. After the decision to stop the war, and the road-map of

75 members in the Libyan Political Dialogue’s Forum (LPDF), Stephanie’s invention

was the most likely candidate from Misurata and the great thief Dabaiba, bribery

and corruption. Most of the people knew Stephanie Williams, but dirty money had

a great role in silencing everyone. After the victory of Dabaiba, the Prime Minister

and Bashagha sat together in Misurata to celebrate the victory. Their opponent

was in the Aqilah group, as in general. They disagreed and agreed in secret. In

running for the elections, Misrata reached the record number of candidates; they

knew they would not be elected by the Libyan people, so the electoral moment

was postponed. They’ve brought in godmother Stephanie to get them out of

trouble with a new invention so they can find their way to power. She did not sit

with me, as a leader of the Summit Party and a candidate to Libya presidency, but

rather she attended a meeting with all the personalities from Misrata. But Libya is

greater than all of them.”



You presented your candidacy accompanied by your family. What does it

represent for you and what is the importance of the family in Libyan society?

“The family is the homeland. It is the faithful expression of thought and culture in

society. The family in Libya represents identity, the symbol of culture and prayer."

How do you and your family live this electoral moment?

"Like the rest of society, we too live in anticipation of the electoral process, which

we consider the only way out to hope again."

What do you think of the government provision to support the marriage of young

people?

"While we support any decision to improve the provision of community services,

the decision is not sufficiently studied and is considered cheap election

propaganda."

What do you think were the reasons for postponing the elections?

"I am convinced that the elections have been postponed due to the fragile

political situation, the intervention of regional and international parties to the

detriment of the Libyan vision. Any party that has not fulfilled its duties for this

right is ruining the electoral process.”

“I am Bashir Ibrahim Al-Ahmadi, 50, from

Tarhuna. Married, I have 2 girls and 1 boy. I live in

a popular neighborhood in Tripoli. I have a high

school degree in telecommunications

engineering. I work in a telecommunications

company, the Libya Telecom Company, and I

am a member of the Communications Union. I

am interested in issues relating to the fight

against corruption and human rights in Libya. An

independent politician, looking for stability for my

country. I am currently studying at the Faculty of

Law of the private university. I love reading,

traveling, I am passionate about history and I

have literary inclinations when writing about the

homeland. I can work under pressure; I consider

myself a humble person, belonging to a simple

social class, but I carry a homeland within me."

That is how Libya's presidential candidate,

Bashir Ibrahim Al-Hamadi, introduces himself.

BASHIR I.
AL-HAMADI

Family means Home
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What do you expect from the House of Representatives?

“I think Parliament will fall short of expectations due to the lack of seriousness in

making decisions that serve the interests of the people, but rather to buy time and

concessions. Committees usually do not meet deadlines and we have not yet seen

a commission that would present results that match the ambitions of the Libyan

people."

What do you expect from the international community instead?

"Too late but better than never. The most important role now falls on the Libyans

themselves and I hope the international community will be supportive and to the

benefit of the Libyan vision. Almighty God says in the Noble Quran 'cooperate in

justice and with the strong ...' and in the same way he says 'work, God will see your

work'. And he says in the Bible "Help yourself and God will help you." So, we

shouldn't blame the foreign side, but rather unite and think for the good of the

Nation.”

How is the general and security situation in the south of the country? And in Sebha,

after Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi's candidacy?

“The south has seen marginalization, a low level of services and a situation of poor

security. Undoubtedly, there are supporters of Saif al-Gaddafi, but the question is

whether Saif Gaddafi can achieve state sovereignty or rather a state of chaos. My

last word for the Libyan people is to be aware of the extent of the losses we

suffered. We should take lesson from the founding fathers who were able to

achieve independence and build the State. Libyans should not be left behind

because homelands are built by the hands of their own children.”
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Let's unite our hands

 to build the homeland



We therefore draw attention to the electoral moment in this interview with the

candidate for Libya presidency, Suleiman Al-Bayoudi. Libyan writer and politician,

leader of the Renewal Party, author of the book ‘Anger and Corruption, the Spring

of Blood’, and of numerous articles published on Libyan and Arab websites, many

of which have also been translated into English.

What do you think of the current political situation in Libya?

“It is not possible to find an accurate description of the current situation, as it is a

mixture of stagnation, lack of objective formation, and unjustified stalemate, and

the worst is the establishment of an institutional division and a return to the pre-

Geneva agreement”.

How do you see the US proposal to use the Central Bank of Libya’s expenditures

only for salaries and basic services?

“The Libyan reality and the political parties use of the resources of national wealth

in favor of passing their agendas and projects. the U.S. may have imposed this

framework and may be the possible way to push the parties to move towards

holding presidential and parliamentary elections urgently. The steps that were

taken before sitting to Geneva and Tunisia to approve a Libyan agreement which

led to the appointment of the National Unity Government and a general

framework for elections, before the track faltered.”

Do you believe this proposal goes in favor of Mr. Fathi Bashagha?

“Honestly, I do not think that Bashagha is able to present a different model,

especially since he is far from Tripoli. The adventure of forming a government

appears to be an absurd step that only reinforced the institutional division and did

not bring any required development.”

“The political stalemate in Libya, reached

following the appointment of Fathi Bashagha as

prime minister and the refusal of the current

Prime Minister Abdel Hamid Al-Dabaiba to hand

over power, and the failure of consultations

between the High Council of State (HCS) and the

House of Representatives (HoR), it seems not

destined to be solved in the short term without a

new impetus of the electoral process. Only the

Libyans, through suffrage, can put an end to the

crisis of lack of legitimacy of the current bodies,

never elected, expired or the result of ‘pre-

packaged solutions’ from the outside.

SULEIMAN
AL-BAYOUDI

Libyans must choose their legitimate representatives
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"All the parallel government’s promises seem absurd. I do not imagine that the

issue of the flow of funds serves any party except the Libyans. When the resources

are preserved, and far from the tampering of the de-facto authorities, it will

inevitably lead to the imposition of a clear path, which is to move towards the

elections as soon as possible.”

Why did Bashagha not enter Tripoli yet despite his statements?

“It is clear that Bashagha is unable to contain his opponents, and perhaps he did

not communicate constructively with everyone and did not address many of the

existing concerns. It doesn’t seem that his chances of entering Tripoli are possible,

and the statements are a meal that can be presented to all parties locally and

internationally, but the practical reality depends on the dynamics of interaction

and the ability to dismantle offroad tracks.”

What is the balance of power in terms of armed groups between Bashagha and

Dabaiba?

“I am not a military man and I do not have an accurate understanding of the

movement of security formations. I think that it is a complex issue that cannot be

understood from outside the circle where decisions are taken. Also, I do not like to

resort to the language of weapons in resolving political crises. Perhaps the crisis is

cross-arms in its reality and linked to the nature of the social and humanitarian

movement. There are justifications for Bashagha refusal that can be overturned

on Dabaiba, but the latter enjoys some structural support. Both of them came

through a deal with the military force in the east of the country, but in the balance

of political and social acceptance there is a clear disparity, which is reflected in the

security forces in the west of the country and their positions.”

How does the political division affect the Libyan social and tribal fabric?

“The social structure in Libya is still coherent despite the bumps that hit it. Perhaps

the experience of war and dialogue created a different culture; it is certain that all

parties benefited from what happened. That is what emerges in the recent political

division. The imaginary, but the size of the influence of adults seems marginal and

shameful. What emerged, and can be clearly seen, is the exit of demonstrations

and protests calling for elections in all of Libya, and here I am talking about the

period before Dabaiba entered this demand. As civil and social forces, we are

organizing demonstration across Libya to reject deals and further transitional

stages.”

What is the role of the Presidency Council at the current stage?

“It appears like a lost child looking for his parents. I fear that it will discover to be an

orphan and take a reckless step that will complicate matters. Instead of gaining

the sympathy of the citizens, it turns into a scapegoat and is accused of being the

one who assassinated the childhood.”
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And what about the judiciary?

“I believe in the national judiciary and I appreciate the magnitude of challenges

faced by the members of this authority. They must maintain their impartiality

especially now that there are talks regarding trying to drag them into the political

crisis, which is closer to wishes than reality. I reiterate the need to keep the

judiciary in Libya a separate authority and far from political squabbles.”

Do you think that elections are still a solution?

“There is no other solution that can be appealed to. Fragile elections are much

better than the perpetuation of tampering and corruption. Libyan women and men

must choose their representatives and produce their legitimacy, because

consolidating the status quo will lead to the disappearance of the state as a

concept and system. The government is a body without a soul, its influence is

limited, and the rebellion against it can be felt at the traffic lights, on the public

road, in markets and in shops, not to mention the implementation of its decisions

or dictates.”

Does Dabaiba really support the elections?

“I do not think that whoever violated his pledge and caused a stalemate for holding

the elections on their previous date is honest in conducting them now. It is certain

that he found in the elections Othman’s shirt, which he is raising in the face of his

political opponents, but rather he is trying to promote parliamentary elections only

to prevent any progress towards holding elections in Libya. Thus, he will accuse his

opponents of thwarting it. He did not hesitate to establish political organizations

that call for his options and present them as a third party as if he was not the

owner of the project and who financed it from the money of the Libyans.

Unfortunately, Dabaiba and other de facto authorities are fleeing forward and do

not want the elections. This is the truth.”

How can the international community support the political process?

“Libya is part of the world and the international community supported it in 2011,

after which the issue turned into multifaceted conflicts. It is necessary for the

international community to be united in its stances towards Libya in order to be

able to strengthen the political process. The European neighborhood is important

to us and Italy in particular is linked to strategic interests with Libya, and positive

engagement with the political forces in Libya is vital. The international community

must practice penetration policies to build a new path aimed at holding elections

and ending this state of time-cutting policy and the continuation of the de facto

authorities.”
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Given the Ukrainian crisis, are you worried about the presence of foreign

mercenaries in Libya?

“The ceasefire agreement and the exchange of prisoners signed in Geneva must

be implemented. I believe that the Joint Military Committee (JMC 5+5) is trying to

do something. The United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) is also doing

its best to help, and in the end, all Libyans are against the presence of mercenaries

in their country. I fear that the Ukrainian crisis will reflect and affect Libya

somehow. Libya is the belly of the European crocodile, so its impact is direct. There

must be a rational conception of the solution. Libya must be stable and secure and

play an inspiring role in the stability of the Mediterranean basin”.

I believe in the national

judiciary and I appreci
ate the

magnitude of challenges 
faced

by the members of this a
uthority.

They must maintain th
eir

impartiality



Speciale Libya, Research Center on Libyan Issues, is an

independent organization that works to understand Libyan

issues and give a voice to anyone able to express himself. We

are directly committed to seeking and sharing information and

to encouraging intelligent action for peace in the North African

country and, consequently, in the entire region. Our work is

urgent to address both new and chronic existing challenges.

The Research Center scientific committee is constituted by a

number of associates, mainly Libyan academics, scholars,

journalists and political activists.  

SPECIALE LIBIA
About us
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The online journal Speciale Libya was established in 2017 by

Vanessa Tomassini. The journal is dedicated to Libyan news,

but with particular and specific attention to politics, security and

human rights. For sake of this, the journal has been publishing a

wide range contributions: 1) scientific articles regarding

political, social, literary, artistic and cultural life in Libya; 2)

official documents in translation; 3) photographic and other

documentation; 4) opinion articles and interviews of the main

Libyan political and social representatives. Finding solutions to

Libyan issues requires a deep understanding of all

stakeholders, impartially and objectively. That requires the

participation of local sources who may not be known to political

and international organizations and entities interested or

involved in the Libyan dossier. 
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